
CITY OF MONROE 
ORDINANCE NO. 022/2023 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MONROE, 
WASHINGTON, AMENDING CHAPTER 8.04 MMC ANIMAL 
CONTROL; ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT OF 
ANNUAL LICENSES FOR DOGS AND CATS; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.  
 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Monroe regulates the keeping, care, and treatment of 

certain animals through the provisions codified at Chapter 8.04 MMC; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to update and amend such regulations by 

eliminating the current annual license requirements for dogs and cats, and to remove all 
references to such requirements from Chapter 8.04 MMC;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MONROE, 
WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 
Section 1.  Amendment of Chapter 8.04 MMC. Chapter 8.04 of the Monroe 

Municipal Code is hereby amended to provide in its entirety as contained in Exhibit A, 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference as if set forth in full. 
 

Section 2. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this 
ordinance should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or 
constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance. 

 
Section 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect five (5) 

days from and after its passage and approval and publication as required by law.  
 

PASSED by the City Council and APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Monroe, 
at a regular meeting held this 28th day of November, 2023. 
 
First Reading: 11/14/2023 
Adoption: 11/28/2023 
Published: 12/01/2023 
Effective: 12/06/2023 
 
 

CITY OF MONROE, WASHINGTON:  
 
 
 
       
Geoffrey Thomas, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Jodi Wycoff, City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
       
James Haney, City Attorney 
James Haney (Nov 30, 2023 14:40 PST)

Geoffrey Thomas (Nov 30, 2023 17:53 PST)

Jodi Wycoff (Dec 1, 2023 09:11 PST)
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Exhibit A 
 

 

Ch a p t e r  8.04 

ANIMAL CONTROL 

 
Sections: 
8.04.010    Pu rpose . 
8.04.020    De fin it ion s . 
8.04.025    Ke e p in g a n im a ls . 
8.04.030    Ke n n e ls , groom in g p a r lo rs , a n d  p e t  sh op s  – Re q u ir e m e n t s . 
8.04.035    Ke n n e ls , groom in g p a r lo rs , a n d  p e t  sh op s  – In sp e ct ion . 
8.04.040    Proh ib it e d  a ct ivit ie s . 
8.04.050    Lice n s in g o f a n im a ls . 
8.04.055    Pow e rs  a n d  du t ie s  o f a n im a l con t ro l o ffice rs . 
8.04.060    Im pou n d m e n t  a n d  d isposit ion  o f im pou n d e d  a n im a ls . 
8.04.070    Fe e s , fin e s  a n d  o t h e r  m on ie s . 
8.04.080    Bit in g dogs  t o  b e  re po r t e d  a n d  qu a ra n t in e d . 
8.04.090    Con t r a ct s  w it h  p r iva t e  a ge n cie s . 
8.04.100    En force m e n t  p roce d u re s . 
8.04.110    Vio la t ion  – Pe n a lt ie s . 
8.04.120    Exis t in g n on con fo rm in g u se . 
 

8.04.010 Pu rp ose . 

In  order to  protect the  hea lth , sa fe ty and welfa re  of the  residen ts and  citizens of the  city and  to  

p rovide  for con trol and  protection  of dogs and other an im als there in , the  city council does 

enact the  following provisions tha t m ay be  re ferred  to  and  p leaded as the  “an im al con trol 

ord inance .” This chap te r sha ll not app ly to  dogs used  by law enforcem ent officia ls for police  

work or se rvice  an im als under the  Am ericans with  Disab ilitie s Act or the  Washington  Sta te  Law 

Against Discrim ina tion .  

8.04.020 De fin it ion s . 

As used  in  th is chap te r un less the  con text requ ires otherwise : 

A.  “Alte red” m eans the  dog or ca t has been  spayed  or neu te red . 

B.  “Anim al” m eans any m am m al, b ird , reptile  or am phib ian . 
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C.  “Anim al con trol au thority” m eans an  en tity acting a lone  or in  concert with  other loca l 

governm enta l un its for the  enforcem ent of the  an im al con trol laws of the  city, county, and  sta te  

and  the  she lte r and  welfa re  of an im als. 

D.  “Anim al control office r” m eans any ind ividua l em ployed, con tracted  with , or appoin ted  by 

the  an im al con trol au thority for the  purpose  of a id ing in  the  enforcem ent of th is chap te r or any 

other law or ord inance  re la ting to  the  licensure  of an im als, con trol of an im als, or se izure  and 

im poundm ent of an im als, and  includes any sta te , county or loca l law enforcem ent office r or 

other em ployee  whose  du ties in  whole  or in  part include  assignm ents tha t involve  the  se izure  

and  im poundm ent of any an im al. 

E.  “Bail” m eans m oney or its  equ iva len t deposited  by the defendant to  secure  h is appearance  

in  court for an  an im al con trol ord inance  offense . 

F.  “Cat” m eans any m am m al of the  fe line  fam ily. 

G.  “Certifica te  of registra tion  for dangerous dogs” m eans any docum ent issued  by the  city 

pursuan t to  Chapte r 16.08 RCW and  th is chap te r. 

H.  “Dangerous dog” m eans (1) any dog tha t has in flicted  severe  in jury or dea th  on  a  hum an 

without provoca tion, (2) one  tha t has killed  a  dom estic an im al without provoca tion  while  off the  

owner’s p roperty, (3) aggressive ly b ites, a ttacks, or endangers the  sa fe ty of hum ans, or (4) when  

previously decla red  a  poten tia lly dangerous dog, chases or approaches a  person upon  the  

stree ts, sidewalks, or any public grounds in  a  m enacing fash ion  or apparent a ttitude  of a ttack, 

or b ites a  dom estic an im al. Dogs sha ll not be  decla red  dangerous if the  th rea t, in jury, or 

dam age  was susta ined by a  person  who, a t the  tim e , was com m itting a  willfu l trespass or other 

tort upon  the  prem ises occupied by the  owner of the  dog, or was torm enting, abusing, or 

assau lting the  dog or has, in  the  past, been  observed  or reported  to  have  torm ented , abused, 

or assau lted the  dog or was com m itting or a ttem pting to  com m it a  crim e . 

In  the  even t of a  decla ra tion  of dangerous dog as a  resu lt of subsection  (H)(4) of th is section , an 

owner m ay have  the  dangerous dog decla ration  rem oved  if the  owner of the  dog can show tha t 

since  the  incident or action  giving rise  to  the  decla ra tion, the  owner has enrolled  in  and 

successfu lly com ple ted  the  Am erican  Kenne l Club’s Canine  Good  Citizen® (CGC) Program , or a  

com parab le  course  or program  addressing dog ownersh ip  responsib ilities offe red  by a  sim ila rly 

recognized en tity, which a lte rna te  course  or p rogram  and/or en tity sha ll be  approved  by the  

city. In  order to  be  e ligib le  for such reversa l of decla ra tion , the  owner m ust show proof of 

registra tion for the  p rogram  or approved  com parab le  course  no m ore  than  th irty days a fte r the  

decla ration . The  tra in ing m ust be  successfu lly com ple ted  with in  six m onths. Pending successfu l 

https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08
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com ple tion  of the  course  or program , a ll lega l requ irem ents for dangerous dogs, specifica lly 

includ ing withou t lim ita tion  the  requ irem ents se t forth  in  th is chap te r and  in  RCW 16.08.080 

th rough 16.08.100, sha ll con tinue to  app ly. Th is provision  for reversa l of decla ra tion sha ll not 

app ly in  instances where  a  dangerous dog decla ra tion  has been  previously reversed because  

such  tra in ing was given  to  the  sam e owner for th is or any other dog, or to any other person  

involving the  sam e dog. 

I.  “Dog” m eans any m am m al of the  can ine  fam ily. 

J.  “Dog running a t large” m eans any dog off or outside  the  p rem ises of the  owner not 

restra ined  by a  rope , line , leash, cha in  or other sim ila r m eans or not under the  im m edia te  

con trol, restra in t or com m and of an owner thereof, excep t as perm itted  under MMC 9.28.065. If 

a  dog is not restra ined by a  te ther of som e kind, is not a t hee l, or is not a  working dog in  the  

fie ld , tha t dog sha ll be  deem ed “a t large ,” un less the  dog is a t an  off-leash a rea  for dogs. 

K.  “Dom estic fowl” m eans fem ale  b irds of the  species Gallus ga llus dom esticus com m only 

known as ch ickens. 

L.  “Exotic an im al” m eans any an im al which , when  in  its wild  sta te , or due  to  its size , hab its, 

na tu ra l p ropensities, tra in ing or instinct, p resents a  danger or poten tia l danger to  hum an 

be ings and  is capab le  of in flicting serious physica l harm  upon  hum an be ings, and  includes 

inheren tly dangerous m am m als and rep tiles as follows: 

1.  “Inheren tly dangerous m am m al” m eans any live  m em ber of the  Canidae , Fe lidae, or Ursidae  

fam ilies, includ ing hybrids thereof, which, due  to  the ir inherent natu re , m ay be  considered 

dangerous to hum ans, and  which  includes: 

a .  Can idae , includ ing any m em ber of the  dog (can id) fam ily not custom arily dom estica ted by 

m an, or any hybrids thereof, includ ing wolf hybrids which  are  a  cross be tween  a  wolf and 

dom estic dog, bu t not includ ing dom estic dogs (Canis fam iliaris). Com m on nam es include  wolf, 

coyote , jacka l, hyena , fox, and  a ll the ir hybrids; 

b .  Fe lidae , includ ing any m em ber of the  ca t fam ily weigh ing over fifteen pounds not 

custom arily dom estica ted  by m an, or any hybrids thereof, bu t not includ ing dom estic ca ts (Fe lis 

ca tus); 

c.  Ursidae , includ ing any m em ber of the  bear fam ily, or any hybrids thereof. 

2.  “Inheren tly dangerous rep tile” m eans any live  m em ber of the  class rep tilia  which : 

https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08.080
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08.100
https://monroe.municipal.codes/MMC/9.28.065
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08.080
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08.100
https://monroe.municipal.codes/MMC/9.28.065
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a .  Is venom ous, includ ing bu t not necessarily lim ited  to a ll m em bers of the  following fam ilies: 

He loderm idae  (beaded  liza rds includ ing Gila  m onste r, Mexican beaded  liza rd); Viperidae  (vipers 

and  adders); Crota lidae  (p it vipers); Atraciasp id idae  (m ole  vipers); Hydrophilidae  (sea  snakes); 

and  Elap idae  (cobras); or 

b .  Is a  “rear fanged” snake  of the  fam ily Colubridae  (rea r fanged  snakes) tha t are  known to  be  

dangerous to hum ans, includ ing, bu t not necessarily lim ited  to, a ll m em bers of the  following 

fam ilies: Dispholidus typus (boom -slang snake); Theb torn is kirtland ii (twig snake); and  

Rhabdophis ssp . (speckled  be lly kee lback and  red  necked  kee lback); or 

c.  Is a  m em ber of the  order Crocodilia  (crocodiles, a lligators, and  ca im an) over two fee t in  

length . 

M.  “Farm  an im als” m ean  cows, horses, sheep , and  other sim ila r an im als. Swine  and  goa ts are  

not included . 

N.  “Groom ing parlor” m eans any estab lishm ent, pub lic or priva te , where  an im als a re  ba thed, 

clipped, or com bed for com pensa tion . 

O.  “Habitua l” m eans the  repea ted behavior of a  dog to  have  been  docum ented  on m ore  than  

th ree  occasions with in  a  six-m onth  period . 

P.  “Kenne l, com m ercia l” m eans a  p lace, o ther than  the  residence  of the  owner of the  an im als, 

where  five  or m ore  dogs or ca ts, with  perm anent can ine  tee th  or which a re  six m onths old  or 

older, or any com bina tion  of dogs and ca ts, a re  ca red  for and  boarded overn igh t, whe ther for 

com pensa tion  or not. 

Q.  “Kenne l, pe rsona l” m eans a  residence  where  five  or m ore  dogs or ca ts, with  perm anent 

can ine  tee th  or which a re  six m onths old  or older, or any com bina tion  of dogs and  ca ts, a re  

ca red for and  boarded  overn igh t for m ore  than th irty days in  any consecutive  twelve-m onth 

period . 

R.  “License” m eans tha t a  license  requ ired  to  be  issued  annua lly for each  ind ividua l dog and  

ca t pursuan t to  the  p rovisions of th is chap te r. 

S.  “Licensing au thority” m eans the  city of Monroe  p lann ing and  perm itting departm ent. 

T.  “Min ia tu re  goa ts” m ean  the  types of goa ts com m only known as pygm y, dwarf, and  

m in ia ture  goa ts. 
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U.  “Min ia tu re  potbe lly pigs” sha ll m ean  tha t type  of swine  com m only known as the  

Vie tnam ese, Chinese, or Asian potbe lly p ig (Sus scrofa  b itta tus). 

V.  “Owner” m eans any person , firm , corpora tion , organ iza tion , or departm ent possessing, 

harboring, keep ing, having an in te rest in , or having control or custody of an  an im al. 

W.  “Pe t shop” m eans any person or estab lishm ent that acqu ires, holds, or offers an im als not 

b red  and  whelped  from  the  facility for the  purpose  of sa le  or resa le  to the  pub lic. 

X.  “Poten tia lly dangerous dog” m eans any dog which  inflicts m inor b ites on  a  hum an or b ites a  

dom estic an im al, or chases or approaches a  person  upon  the stree ts, sidewalks, or any public 

grounds in  a  m enacing fash ion  or apparen t a ttitude  of a ttack. 

Y.  “Proper enclosure  of a  dangerous dog” m eans, while  on the  owner’s p roperty, a  dangerous 

dog sha ll be  secure ly confined  indoors or in  a  secure ly enclosed  and  locked  pen  or structu re , 

su itab le  to  p reven t the  en try of young ch ildren  and  designed  to p reven t the  an im al from  

escap ing. Such pen  or structu re  sha ll have  secure  sides and  a  secure  top , and  sha ll a lso p rovide  

p rotection  from  the  e lem ents for the  dog. 

Z.  “Severe  in jury” m eans any physica l in ju ry tha t resu lts in  broken  bones or d isfiguring 

lacera tions requ iring m ultip le  su tures or cosm etic surgery. 

AA.  “Sm all an im als” m eans dogs, cats, rabb its, and  other sim ila r an im als which  are  custom arily 

kep t ou tdoors a ll or part of the  tim e . The  following an im als are  not sub ject to  these  regu la tions 

as sm all an im als or dom estic fowl: 

1.  Ham ste rs, ge rb ils, m ice , and  other sim ila r an im als which  a re  custom arily kep t with in  a  

dwelling un it, un less such  an im als a re  kep t ou tdoors. 

2.  Rep tiles, includ ing snakes, liza rds, and tu rtles, which  a re  custom arily kep t with in  a  dwelling 

un it, un less such  an im als a re  kept ou tdoors. 

3.  Birds, such as parakee ts and  parrots, which  a re  kep t with in  a  dwelling un it. 

4.  Fish . 

5.  Min ia tu re  potbe lly p igs; p rovided , tha t no swine  tha t is grea te r than  twenty-two inches in  

he igh t a t the  shoulder or m ore  than one  hundred fifty pounds in  weigh t m ay be  kept in  the  city. 

6.  Min ia tu re  goa ts, provided  they a re  dehorned  and  the  m ales are  neu tered . 

7.  Sm all an im als less than  six m onths old . 
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BB.  “Vete rinarian” m eans a  p racticing ve terinarian  licensed pursuan t to the  laws of the  sta te  to 

perform  any of the  acts se t forth  in  RCW 18.92.010. 

CC.  “Vete rinary hosp ita l” m eans any business estab lished, m ain ta ined  and  opera ted  by a  

ve te rinarian  which  is opera ted  for the  d iagnosis and  trea tm ent of d iseases or in juries of 

an im als.  

8.04.025 Ke e p in g a n im a ls . 

A.  Sma ll Anima ls.  

1.  Up  to four sm all an im als m ay be  kep t accessory to  each  business estab lishm ent or dwelling 

un it on a  lo t. In  no case  m ay m ore  than one  of the  four be  a  m in ia tu re  potbe lly p ig. 

2.  Up  to six sm all an im als a re  perm itted  on lots of a t least fifteen  thousand  square  fee t. 

3.  One add itiona l sm all an im al is perm itted for each  five  thousand  square  fee t of lot a rea  in  

excess of fifteen  thousand  square  fee t. 

4.  Structures housing sm all an im als m ust be  loca ted  a t least ten  fee t away from  any structure  

tha t includes a  dwelling un it on an  ad jacen t lo t. 

B.  Domestic Fowl.  

1.  Up  to e igh t dom estic fowl m ay be  kep t on any lot in  add ition  to  the  sm all an im als perm itted 

in  subsection (A) of th is section . 

2.  One add itiona l fowl is perm itted  for every one  thousand square  fee t of lo t area  over ten  

thousand  square  fee t. 

3.  Structures housing dom estic fowl m ust be  loca ted  a t least ten  fee t from  any structure  tha t 

includes a  dwelling un it on  an ad jacen t lot. 

C.  Farm Anima ls.  

1.  Farm  an im als a re  on ly a llowed  on lots of a t least twenty thousand  square  fee t. 

2.  One fa rm  an im al for every ten  thousand  square  fee t of lo t area  is perm itted . 

3.  Farm  an im als and structures housing them  m ust be  kep t a t least fifty fee t away from  any 

structu re  tha t includes a  dwelling un it on  an  ad jacen t lo t. 

D.  Beekeeping.  

https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/18.92.010
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/18.92.010
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1.  Beekeep ing is perm itted  when  registe red with  the  Sta te  Departm ent of Agricu ltu re . 

2.  No m ore  than  four h ives, each  with  on ly one  swarm , are  a llowed  on  lots of not less than  ten 

thousand  square  fee t. 

3.  Hives sha ll not be  loca ted  with in  twenty-five  fee t of any lot lines except when  situa ted e igh t 

fee t or m ore  above the  grade  im m edia te ly ad jacen t to  the  grade  of the  lot on  which the  h ives 

a re  located  or when situa ted  less than  e igh t fee t above  the  ad jacen t existing lot grade  and  

beh ind  a  solid  fence  or hedge  six fee t h igh  para lle l to  any lot line  with in  twenty-five  fee t of a  

h ive  and extend ing a t least twenty fee t beyond  the  h ive  in  both  d irections. 

8.04.030 Ke n n e ls , groo m in g p a r lo r s , a n d  p e t  sh op s  – Re q u ir e m e n t s . 

Anim al se rvices facilities, includ ing kenne ls, pe rsona l kenne ls, groom ing parlors, and  pe t shops, 

sha ll com ply with  the  requ irem ents se t forth  in  th is chap te r. 

A.  License Requirement. Every an im al se rvices facility, includ ing without lim ita tion kenne ls 

(com m ercia l and  persona l), with in  the  city sha ll be  licensed  under th is chap te r. The  licensing 

au thority m ay issue a  license  upon  app lication  by the  owner and  on ly if the  licensing au thority 

is sa tisfied  tha t the  requ irem ents app licab le  under th is chap te r a re  m et. 

1.  Each license  issued under the  au thority and provisions of th is chapte r sha ll exp ire  on  

Decem ber 31st of the  year of issuance . 

2.  Any license  or renewal issued under th is section  m ay be  den ied  or revoked  for fa ilu re  to  

conform  to  the  app licab le  requ irem ents of th is chap te r. Fa ilu re  of any person  to  file  an  appea l 

of the  an im al con trol au thority’s decision in  accordance with  the  p rocedures se t forth  in  MMC 

1.04.040 sha ll constitu te  a  waiver of h is or her righ t to  such appea l. 

B.  License Applica tion – Required. Any person  app lying for a  license  as required  by th is chap ter 

sha ll subm it to  the  enforcem ent agency the  following: 

1.  The  nam e and  address, phone num ber, em ail address of the  person(s) owning the  facility. 

2.  The  nam e and  address, phone num ber, em ail address of the  person(s) having the  

supervision  of the  facility. 

3.  The  address or loca tion  of the  facility. 

4.  The  m axim um  num ber of dogs and /or ca ts or com bina tion  thereof which  such  facility will 

con ta in . 

https://monroe.municipal.codes/MMC/1.04.040
https://monroe.municipal.codes/MMC/1.04.040
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5.  A d iagram  of the  p roperty, ind icating loca tions and  d im ensions on the  p roperty where  

an im als will be  housed and /or exercised . The  d iagram  m ust ind ica te  both indoor and  ou tdoor 

loca tions to  be  used  for the  an im als. 

6.  A de ta iled  drawing with  d im ensions ind ica ting ind ividua l housing loca tions (cages) for 

an im als enum erating the  m axim um  num ber of an im als to  be housed  in  each  loca tion . 

7.  A written  sta tem ent issued  from  the city of Monroe  p lann ing and  perm itting departm ent 

tha t the  facility is in  com pliance  with  a ll app licab le  bu ild ing and zon ing codes. 

8.  A sta tem ent by the  app licant giving perm ission  for inspection  of the  facilities a t any 

reasonable  tim e  upon  request. 

9.  The  nam e and  address of the  licensed  ve terinarian  who cares for the  app licant’s sick or 

in ju red  an im als. 

10.  The  fee (s) as prescribed  by the  current city of Monroe  fee  schedule  a t the  tim e  of 

app lication . 

11.  If the  app lican t is a  pe t store , a  list of a ll species of an im als such as dogs, ca ts, b irds, 

rep tiles, p rim ates, insects, fish , roden ts, and  any or a ll o thers tha t a re  to be  sold  a t the  facility. 

C.  License Renewa ls – Additiona l Requirement. Each  com m ercia l kenne l, persona l kenne l, or pe t 

shop  sha ll p rovide a  list of a ll dogs and  ca ts tha t it has given  away or sold  during the  previous 

license  period . The  list sha ll include  the  origin , age , sex, color, b reed, a ltered  sta tus and, if 

app licab le , m icroch ip  num ber and license  num ber of each  dog or ca t given  away or sold , and 

the  new owner’s nam e, address and , if ava ilab le , em ail address and  te lephone  num ber. 

D.  Additiona l Requirements. In  add ition to  a ll o ther app licab le  requ irem ents se t forth  in  th is 

chap ter, the  following app ly to  a ll pe rsona l kenne ls, com m ercia l kenne ls, groom ing parlors and 

pe t shops: 

1.  Any ou tdoor facilitie s for an im als and  b irds sha ll: 

a .  Be  constructed to  p rovide  she lte r from  excessive  sun ligh t, ra in , snow, wind , or other 

e lem ents. In  add ition, such  facilities sha ll be  constructed to  p rovide sufficien t space  for the  

reasonab le  exercise  and  m ovem ent of each  an im al con ta ined  there in . 

b .  Be  constructed  to  p rovide  adequa te  d ra inage and to  preven t the  unhea lthy or unsan itary 

accum ulation  of wate r, m ud, debris, excre ta , or sim ila r m ateria ls, and  sha ll be  designed  to 

facilita te  the  rem oval of an im al and  food  wastes. 
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c.  Be  constructed with  adequa te  walls or fences to  con ta in  the  an im als kep t there in  and  to  

p reven t entrance  of other an im als. 

d .  Main ta in  qu ie t hours be tween  ten  p .m . and  six a .m . Monday th rough  Friday and  ten  p .m . 

and  e igh t a .m . Sa turday and  Sunday during which  custom ers and  m em bers of the  pub lic a re  

p roh ib ited  from  access. 

2.  Any indoor facilities for an im als and  b irds shall: 

a .  Be  sufficien tly hea ted or cooled  to p rotect the  an im als con ta ined there in  from  tem pera tu res 

to  which they are  not norm ally acclim atized  appropria te  to  each  specific an im al b reed  so as not 

to  unreasonab ly cause  or con tribu te  to  d isease , dea th  or a  pub lic hea lth  concern . 

b .  Be  adequa te ly ven tila ted  to  reasonably ensure  the  hea lth  of an im als con ta ined  there in  and 

to  assist in  the  rem oval of fou l and  obnoxious odors. Provision  sha ll be  m ade  so tha t the  

volum e of a ir with in  any enclosed  indoor facility sha ll be  changed  or otherwise  recycled  a t least 

th ree  tim es each  hour. Th is m ay be  accom plished  th rough  the  loca tion  and  period ic open ing of 

doors, windows or other ven tila ted  open ings. If m echan ica l fans or ven tila ting equ ipm ent a re  

used , they sha ll be  constructed in  conform ance  with  curren t standards of good  engineering 

practice  with  respect to  noise  and  m in im ization  of d ra fts. 

c.  Have  sufficien t na tura l or artificia l ligh ting to  perm it rou tine inspection  and  clean ing a t any 

tim e  of day. 

d .  Have  in te rior wall and  ce iling surfaces constructed  of m ate ria ls which  a re  resistan t to  the  

absorp tion  of m oisture  and  odors, or such  surfaces sha ll be  treated  with  a  sea lan t or with  pa in t, 

when  such  m ate ria ls are  not origina lly resistan t to m oistu re  or odors. Floor surfaces sha ll not 

be  m ade  of unsea led  wood . 

e .  Be  constructed  with  adequa te  walls or fences to  con ta in  the  an im als kep t there in  and  to  

p reven t entrance  of other an im als. 

f.  Conta in  a  d ra inage  system  which  sha ll be  connected  to a  san ita ry sewer or sep tic tank 

system  which  conform s to  the  standards of bu ild ing codes in  force with in  the  city of Monroe . 

g.  Be  m ain ta ined  in  a  clean  and  san itary condition . Provision  sha ll be  m ade  so tha t clean ing 

and  d isin fecting of an im al housing facilities, and  cages, sha ll occur da ily. 

h .  All facilitie s sha ll provide  licensing in form ation in  writing to  each  dog and  ca t purchaser or 

adopter. 
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i.  Conta in  a  m eans of d isposa l of an im al waste  in  com pliance  with  app licab le  p rocedures 

estab lished  by the  Snohom ish  County hea lth  d istrict. 

3.  Whenever an im als are  p resen t a t an  an im al se rvices facility, p rovision  sha ll be  m ade  to  

ensure  tha t appropria te  feed ing, wate ring and  necessary clean ing sha ll occur on  a  da ily basis 

even  when  the  facility is closed . 

E.  Additiona l Requirements – Persona l Kennels. In  add ition  to  other app licable  requ irem ents 

sta ted  in  th is chap te r, the  following app ly to a ll pe rsona l kenne ls: 

1.  All signage  sha ll com ply fu lly with  the  app licab le  p rovisions of the  city’s sign  code . No 

com m ercia l signs or other d isp lay advertising the  persona l kenne l a re  perm itted  on  the  

p roperty excep t for the  signs advertising the  sa le  of the  a llowable  offspring se t forth  in  th is 

section . 

2.  Persona l kenne l owners and /or opera tors m ay not purchase  and /or acqu ire  an im als for the  

purpose  of resa le  or adoption  withou t first ob ta ining a  pe t shop  license . 

3.  Tota l dog and ca t reproduction  a t each  persona l kenne l sha ll be  lim ited  to  no m ore  than  

four litte rs per license year. 

F.  Additiona l Requirements – Grooming Pa rlors. In  add ition to  other app licab le  requ irem ents 

sta ted  in  th is chap te r the  following app ly to a ll groom ing parlors: 

1.  The  groom ing parlor sha ll not board  an im als bu t sha ll keep  them  on ly for the  period  of tim e 

reasonably necessary to  perform  the  business of groom ing. 

2.  Restra in ts sha ll be  p rovided  for each  an im al while  it is  be ing groom ed such  to reasonab ly 

ensure  tha t the  an im al is not harm ed . 

3.  The  owner/opera tor sha ll ste rilize  a ll equ ipm ent a fter each  an im al has been  groom ed. 

4.  All cages, pens, kenne ls used  for hold ing an im als, groom ing tab les and  wash ing basins sha ll 

be  kep t clean  and d isinfected  be tween use  of each  an im al.  

8.04.035 Ke n n e ls , groo m in g p a r lo r s , a n d  p e t  sh op s  – In sp e ct ion . 

The  licensing au thority or the  an im al control office r m ay m ake  or cause  to be  m ade  such 

reasonable , lawfu l inspections as m ay be  necessary to  ensure  com pliance  with  p rovisions of 

th is chap te r. As a  condition  of license  issuance , the  owner or keeper of a  kenne l, board ing 

facility, groom ing parlor, or pe t shop sha ll adm it to  the  prem ises for the  purpose of m aking 
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inspection any office r, agen t or em ployee  of the  licensing au thority, or an im al con trol office r, a t 

any reasonab le  tim e when  adm ission is requested . If such  en try is refused , the  licensing 

au thority or an im al con trol officer m ay seek a  court order au thorizing the  officia l’s access to  the  

p rem ises.  

8.04.040 Proh ib it e d  a ct ivit ie s . 

It is  un lawfu l: 

A.  To in te rfe re  with , h inder, or m olest an  an im al con trol officer while  in  the  exercise  of h is 

du ties; 

B.  For an  owner to  fa il to  p reven t an an im al from  running a t large , excep t as perm itted  under 

MMC 9.28.065; 

C.  Reserved; 

D.  For an  owner to  fa il to  p reven t a  dom estica ted  an im al from  be ing a  pub lic nu isance  by: 

1.  Molesting passersby, 

2.  Habitua lly chasing veh icles or persons, 

3.  Trave ling upon  public grounds, 

4.  Dam aging or destroying property of persons other than  the  owner of the  dom esticated  

an im al, 

5.  Sca tte ring garbage  and  tipp ing over garbage cans, 

6.  Habitua lly runn ing a t la rge , excep t as perm itted  under MMC 9.28.065, 

7.  Distu rb ing the  peace  by causing, perm itting or otherwise  fa iling to p reven t an  an im al to 

aud ib ly bark, bay, cry, howl or m ake  any other noise  con tinuously for a  period  of ten  m inu tes or 

m ore  or in te rm itten tly for one-ha lf hour or m ore  a t any tim e  of day or n igh t or m ore to  the  

reasonab le  d istu rbance of any person ; 

E.  To keep , harbor or m ain ta in  any dom estica ted  an im al known to be  infected  with  a  

con tagious d isease  endangering the hea lth  of m an  or beast, un less under the  trea tm ent of a  

ve te rinarian ; 

https://monroe.municipal.codes/MMC/9.28.065
https://monroe.municipal.codes/MMC/9.28.065
https://monroe.municipal.codes/MMC/9.28.065
https://monroe.municipal.codes/MMC/9.28.065
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F.  To be the  owner of a  dog or ca t not vaccina ted  with  a  m odified  live  virus type  vaccine  for 

rab ies with in  the  past two years which  has been  alleged  to  have  b itten a  person  or to  fa il to 

sa fe ly quaran tine  any anim al a lleged to  have  b itten  a  person or other an im al by: 

1.  Securing sa id  an im al on  the  owner’s p rem ises with  the  approva l and  under the  supervision  

of the  city an im al con trol officer and  not a llowing sa id  an im al to  be  a t la rge  or to  com e in  

con tact with  any other person  or an im als, or 

2.  Placing sa id  an im al in  a  ve te rinary hosp ita l, or 

3.  Im pounding sa id  an im al, or 

4.  Refusing to  a llow the  an im al con trol office r to  im pound  sa id  an im al when  sa id  office r has 

p robab le  cause  to  be lieve  tha t such person  has fa iled  to  com ply with  the  quaran tine  

requ irem ents of subsection  (F)(1), (2) or (3) of th is section ; 

G.  To be  the  owner of any an im al for which  he has fa iled  to  secure  a  license  if such  license  was 

requ ired under MMC 8.04.050; 

H.  To be  the  owner of any an im al for which  he has fa iled  to  d isp lay a  license  upon  such an im al 

when  it is  off the  owner’s p roperty, if such  license  was requ ired  under MMC 8.04.050; 

IG.  To knowingly or negligen tly com m it acts of crue lty to  an im als. 

1.  Genera l acts of crue lty include, bu t are  not lim ited  to , the  following: 

a .  To sub ject any an im al under a  person’s ownersh ip , custody or con trol to  crue l neglect, or 

b .  To kill withou t lega l privilege  any an im al under the  ownersh ip, custody or con trol of another 

person ; 

2.  Specific acts of crue lty to  an im als include  bu t a re  not lim ited  to  the  following: 

a .  For any person  owning, having charge  or custody of any an im al, except in  the  case  of any 

em ergency, to deprive  any such  an im al of necessary and  adequa te  food  and  drink, she lte r, rest, 

san ita tion , ven tila tion, space  or m edica l a tten tion and  the  an im al suffe rs unnecessary or 

un justifiab le  physica l pa in  as a  resu lt of the  fa ilu re ; or 

b .  Abandons the  an im al, with in  the  m eaning of RCW 16.52.011; 

3.  In  accordance  with  RCW 16.52.085, if a  law enforcem ent office r or an im al con trol office r has 

p robab le  cause  to  be lieve  tha t an  owner of a  dom estic an im al has com m itted  an im al crue lty, 

https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.52.011
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.52.085
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.52.011
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.52.085
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the  office r m ay au thorize , with  a  warran t, the  se izure  and  rem oval of the  an im al to  a  su itab le  

p lace  for feed ing and  care . An  an im al m ay be  se ized  and  rem oved  without a  warran t on ly if the  

an im al is in  an  im m edia te  life -th rea ten ing condition ; 

4.  Upon conviction  for an im al crue lty, the  defendant sha ll, in  add ition  to  a ll o ther app licab le  

pena lties and  rem edies, m ake  restitu tion to  the  city of Monroe  for a ll ve te rinary and  kenne l 

expenses incurred  by the  city; 

5.  Any an im al se ized  and  rem oved  from  an  owner pursuan t to  th is section  sha ll not thereafte r 

be  re leased to  the  owner during investiga tion  of or p rosecu tion  for an im al crue lty. Upon  

conviction  for an im al crue lty the  owner sha ll forfe it any in te rest in  the  se ized  and  rem oved  

an im al; 

JH.  To fa il to m ake  appearance  in  court pursuan t to  a  un iform  an im al control cita tion  or 

com pla in t and  the  provisions of th is chap te r or fa ilu re  to  appear pursuan t to  an  order of the  

court in  such  m atter under th is chap te r; 

KI.  It sha ll be  un lawfu l for the  owner or person  having charge  of any an im al to perm it, e ither 

willfu lly or by fa ilu re  to  exercise  due  care , such  anim al to  com m it a  pub lic nu isance  by 

defeca ting in  any area  of the  city other than the  prem ises of the  owner or person having charge  

or control of the  an im al, un less sa id  owner or person  having charge  takes im m edia te  steps to 

rem ove  and properly d ispose  of sa id  feces; 

LJ.  It sha ll be  un lawfu l for the  owner or person  having charge  of an  an im al to te ther or confine 

sa id  an im al in  such a  m anner or in  such a  p lace  as to  cause  in ju ry or pa in  to  an  an im al, or to 

endanger an an im al, or tha t is in ju rious to  the  an im al due  to  inadequa te  protection  from  hea t 

or cold , or tha t is of insufficien t size  to  perm it the  an im al to  m ove  about free ly; 

MK.  The owner leaving an  an im al una ttended in  a  m otor veh icle  sha ll: 

1.  Ensure  the  an im al is restra ined in  a  m anner tha t p reven ts con tact be tween  the  an im al and  

any m em ber of the  pub lic; 

2.  Ensure  the  an im al has su itab le  ven tila tion ; and  

3.  Not leave  an  an im al una ttended  in  a  m otor veh icle  if the  wea ther conditions a re  not su itab le  

for con ta inm ent of an  anim al; 

NL.  The  owner of an  an im al sha ll ensure  dogs sha ll be  under con trol a t a ll tim es. 
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1.  Excep t as p rovided  in  subsection  (N)(L)(2) of th is section, it is un lawfu l for the  owner or 

custod ian  of any dog to  cause , perm it, or a llow such  dog to  roam , run, stray or be  away from  

the  p rem ises of such  owner or custod ian and  to be  on  any public p lace, any public property or 

the  p riva te  property of another un less such  dog be  con trolled  by a  leash , such  con trol to  be  

exercised  by such  owner or custod ian  or other com peten t and  authorized person . Th is section 

sha ll not app ly to  dogs owned  by the  city or other law enforcem ent agencies and m ain ta ined  as 

police  K-9 un its while  under the  custody and  con trol of the  tra iner or handle r; 

2.  Dogs m ay be  off-leash  in  park a reas designa ted  for tha t purpose by the  parks d irector as 

au thorized  by MMC 9.28.065; 

OM.  It is  un lawfu l for any person to  b ring in to  the  city, or to  possess or m ain ta in  with in  the  

city, any exotic an im al as defined in  MMC 8.04.020. 

The  proh ib ition  on exotic an im als sha ll not app ly to  un in te rrupted  transport of wild  or exotic 

an im als th rough the  city by m otor veh icle  or circuses and  zoos, 4-H exh ib itions and  educa tiona l 

d isp lays staying with in  the  city for a  lim ited  tim e  of no m ore than  fourteen  days; provided, tha t 

p roper safeguards a re  taken  to  protect the  pub lic and  the  an im al con trol au thority is notified  of 

the ir a rriva l, a ll loca tions used  to keep  the  an im als, and  dura tion  of stay; and  a  sta te  registe red  

wild life  rehab ilita tion  cen te r sanctioned  by the  Washington  Sta te  Wild life  Departm ent; 

PN.  It is  un lawfu l to  keep , harbor or m ain ta in  swine  with in  the  city lim its of the  city of Monroe ; 

p rovided, however, it will be  lawfu l to  keep  one  pot-be llied  p ig as defined  in  MMC 8.04.020 

with in  the  city lim its; 

QO.  It is  un lawfu l to  keep , harbor or m ain ta in  m ale  dom estic fowl (Gallus ga llus dom esticus), 

com m only known as rooste r, with in  the  city lim its of the  city of Monroe ; 

RP.  It is  un lawfu l to  keep , harbor or m ain ta in  wild  or dom estic tu rkeys (genus Meleagris) with in  

the  city of Monroe ; 

SQ.  It sha ll be  un lawfu l to  keep , use  or m ain ta in  with in  the  city a  kenne l, pe t shop  or groom ing 

parlor which is unsan ita ry, nauseous, fou l or offensive , or in  any way de trim enta l to  pub lic 

hea lth  and /or safe ty; 

TR.  It sha ll be  un lawfu l for an em ployee, keeper or owner of a  kenne l or pe t shop  to knowingly 

se ll a  sick, d iseased and /or in ju red  an im al. 

https://monroe.municipal.codes/MMC/9.28.065
https://monroe.municipal.codes/MMC/9.28.065
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8.04.050 Lice n s in g o f a n im a ls . 

A.  Any person  owning a  dog or ca t which has perm anent tee th  or which  is m ore  than six 

m onths of age  sha ll p rocure  a  license  for each  such  an im al each year. Such  license  sha ll be  

p rocured  with in  th irty days a fte r the  da te  an  an im al of six m onths of age  or with  perm anent 

tee th  is brought by the  owner in to  the  city, or with in  th irty days a fter any dog or ca t reaches six 

m onths of age  or has perm anent tee th ; the reafter each such  an im al sha ll be  licensed annua lly 

on  that da te . The an im al licenses sha ll include  inform ation  as to  sex, b reed , and  nam e and  

address of the  owner; provided , however, tha t th is section sha ll not app ly to  nonresiden t 

an im als kep t with in  the  city in  excess of th irty days, du ly licensed  by the  jurisd iction which the  

owner resides in , if such  an im als a re  kep t a t a ll tim es under restra in t by the  owner. 

B.  A dog or ca t license  fee  as estab lished by the  city council by period ic resolu tion  sha ll be  

charged  for each  an im al. Th is fee  is due  and  payab le  on  app lica tion  for an  an im al license . Any 

dog used  by a  b lind  person  is exem pt from  the license  fee  while  so  owned  and  used, bu t is not 

exem pt from  be ing licensed  or from  any requ ired rab ies inocu la tion . 

CA.  Any kenne l which  possesses and con trols, owns, boards, keeps or has custody of dogs or 

ca ts with  perm anent tee th  or which  a re  m ore  than  six m onths of age  sha ll pay an  annua l 

license  fee  as estab lished  by the  city council by period ic resolu tion . Such  fee  sha ll be  in  lieu  of 

a ll ind ividua l an im al license  fees im posed  on such an im als owned , kep t or boarded  at such  

kenne l. Those  portions of th is section perta in ing to  the  licensing of ind ividua l dogs and  ca ts 

sha ll not app ly to  dogs and  ca ts with  perm anent tee th  or which  are  m ore  than  six m onths of 

age  which a re  the  persona l p roperty of another person and  du ly licensed by the  ju risd iction  

where in  such  person resides, bu t a re  boarded  or otherwise  sim ila rly kept by such  kenne l or pe t 

shop  with in  the  city. 

DB.  It sha ll be  the  du ty of the  owner of any dog or ca t with  perm anent tee th  or which  is m ore  

than  six m onths of age  kep t in  the  city to have tha t an im al inocu lated  aga inst rab ies with  a  

m odified live  virus type vaccine  and no license  sha ll be  issued  for any an im al un less the  

app lican t exh ib its evidenced  by a  certificate  of such  inocu la tion by a  ve te rinarian, or in  the  case  

of an im als owned by a  kenne l or pe t shop , a  sta tem ent of such  inocu lation  signed and  sworn  to 

by the  owner of that kenne l or pe t shop . Such  Ccertifica te  of inocu la tion  or sworn sta tem ent 

m ust dem onstra te  tha t such  vaccina tion is va lid  for im m unity aga inst rab ies for the  en tire  

period  for which  the  license  is issued . However, if a  ve te rinarian ce rtifies to  som e physica l 

condition of a  dog or ca t tha t would  preven t such inocu la tion  for any period , no inocu la tion 

sha ll be  requ ired  for the  dog or ca t, and  the  license  m ay be  issued  for tha t an im al. 
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EC.  Any owner fa iling to p rocure  or pay for a  license  as requ ired  by th is chap te r in  any year 

sha ll pay a  de linquen t pena lty for such  fa ilu re  in  the  sum  as regu lated  on  the  fee  schedule  for 

each  an im al p rovided . In  the  case  of a  kenne l or pe t shop, the  owner of e ither of which  is 

sub ject to  subsection  (C) (A) of th is section , the  fa ilu re  of p rocuring a  va lid  license  as requ ired  by 

tha t section  sha ll sub ject the  pe t shop  or kenne l to  a  de linquen t license  pena lty of a  fee  as 

regu la ted  on  the  fee  schedule  for each  m onth of de linquency. In  every case , such  pena lties 

sha ll be  in  add ition  to  the  regu la r license  fee  and  sha ll be  pa id  a t the  tim e  of the  issuance  of the  

license  or licenses. 

FD.  If a  license  tag is lost, an  owner m ay secure  a  dup lica te  license  tag, or in  the  case  of a  

kenne l or pe t shop, m ay secure  a  dup lica te  license  ce rtifica te  from  the  an im al con trol au thority 

on  sa tisfactory p roof of loss and  paym ent for the  sum  as regu la ted on  the  fee  schedule . 

G.  Upon  issuance  of a  license , the  an im al control au thority sha ll issue  to  the  owner a  m eta llic 

or durab le  p lastic license tag prepared  with  holes in  the  top  of such  tag and  stam ped  with  an  

iden tifying num ber, the  nam e “city of Monroe , Wash ington” and year of issuance  of the  license . 

Such  tag sha ll be  secure ly fastened  to  the  an im al’s colla r or harness by the  owner, and  sha ll be  

worn  a t a ll tim es when the  an im al is not on  the  prem ises of the  owner. The  an im al con trol 

office r sha ll m ainta in  a  record  of the  iden tifying num bers which  sha ll be  ava ilab le  to the  pub lic 

a t a ll reasonable  tim es. 

H.  Licenses from  other ju risd ictions sha ll be  va lid  in  the  city un til June  1st, the  next licensing 

period, if such license  requ ired  inocu lation  aga inst rab ies until tha t date . 

IE.  An  owner of a  dangerous dog sha ll obta in  a  ce rtifica te  of registra tion  from  the  an im al 

con trol au thority for each  such  dog so classified . To ob ta in  a  certifica te  of registra tion, the  

following conditions sha ll app ly: 

1.  A proper enclosure  to  confine  a  dangerous dog and the  posting of the  p rem ises with  a  

clea rly visib le  warn ing sign  tha t there  is a  dangerous dog on the  property. In  add ition , the  

owner sha ll consp icuously d isp lay a  sign with  a  warn ing sym bol tha t in form s ch ild ren of the  

p resence of a  dangerous dog; 

2.  Proof that the  dangerous dog has been perm anently iden tified  th rough the  im plan ta tion  of 

a  m icroch ip  by a  licensed  ve te rinarian or licensed  an im al she lte r, includ ing the  iden tifying 

num ber of the  m icroch ip; and 

3.  Either (a ) a  su rety bond  issued  by a  sure ty insure r qua lified under Chapte r 48.28 RCW in  a  

form  accep tab le  to  the  an im al con trol au thority in  the  sum  of a t least two hundred  fifty 

https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/48.28
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/48.28
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thousand  dolla rs, payab le  to  any person  in jured  by the  dangerous dog; or (b ) a  policy of liab ility 

insurance , such  as hom eowner’s insurance, issued  by an  insure r qua lified  under RCW Title  48 in  

the  am ount of a t least two hundred  fifty thousand dolla rs, insuring the  owner for any persona l 

in ju ries in flicted  by the  dangerous dog. 

J.  An  owner of a  ca t sha ll ob ta in  the  appropria te  license  for the  ca t: 

1.  A ca t having ou tdoor access or a llowed  to roam  una ttended  is requ ired  to  be  spayed  or 

neu te red . 

2.  A ca t tha t rem ains indoors or is on  a  te ther or restra ined  by other m eans (for exam ple, 

invisib le  fencing) while  ou tside  the  owner’s dwelling m ay rem ain  una lte red . 

3.  The  owner is requ ired  to  d isp lay the  ca t license  tag, ind ica ting if the  ca t is a lte red or 

una lte red .  

8.04.055 Pow e rs  a n d  d u t ie s  o f a n im a l con t ro l o ffice r s . 

Powers and  du ties of the  an im al con trol officers m ay be as follows: 

A.  To have  police  power in  the  enforcem ent of a ll p rovisions of th is chap te r re la ting to  the  

licensing and  im pounding of an im als and  the  cita tion  of persons in  lieu  of a rrest for viola tion of 

th is chap te r as p rescribed  in  MMC 8.04.100; 

B.  To estab lish  a  p lace  where  a ll an im als sub ject to  im poundm ent m ay be  kep t and  he ld  safe ly 

and  provided  with  p roper and  sufficien t food , wate r and she lte r; 

C.  To im pound  and keep  safe ly any an im al tha t is found  doing any of the  acts se t forth  in  MMC 

8.04.040, or any an im al which  is apparen tly abandoned; 

D.  To issue  un iform  an im al con trol ord inance cita tions pursuan t to  MMC 8.04.100, and  

cita tions for com pla ints with in  the  city, appear as witnesses and to  perform  a ll o ther acts 

necessary for the  enforcem ent of th is chap te r; 

E.  To rece ive  and  collect any costs and charges here inafte r p rovided  by this chap te r; 

F.  To investiga te  incidents or inform ation  about dogs tha t m ay qua lify as dangerous or 

poten tia lly dangerous. The  an im al con trol office r m ay issue  an  order declaring the  dog to be  

dangerous or poten tia lly dangerous. 

https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/48
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/48
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1.  Potentia lly Dangerous Dog Appea ls. Poten tia lly dangerous dog decla rations m ay be appea led  

to  the  Monroe  hearings exam iner with in  twenty days of rece iving an order declaring the  dog to  

be  poten tia lly dangerous. No fee  sha ll be  charged for th is appea l. At the  appea l hearing before  

the  hearings exam iner, the  an im al con trol office r sha ll have  the  burden  of p roving tha t the  

an im al is poten tia lly dangerous by a  p reponderance  of the  evidence . 

2.  Dangerous Dog Appea ls. Afte r p rovid ing an  opportun ity for the  owner of the  dog to  be  heard  

as requ ired  by RCW 16.08.080, the  an im al con trol officer m ay issue  an order declaring the  dog 

to  be  dangerous. The  an im al con trol office r will notify the  an im al owner of the  appea l p rocess 

in  accordance  with  RCW 16.08.080. The  appea l body sha ll be  the  Monroe hearings exam iner. 

No fee  sha ll be  charged  for th is appea l. At the  appea l hearing before  the  hearings exam iner, 

the  an im al con trol officer sha ll have  the  burden of p roving tha t the  an im al is dangerous by a  

p reponderance  of the  evidence ; 

G.  To issue  a  ce rtifica te  of registra tion to  the  owner of a  dangerous dog if the  owner presen ts 

to  the  an im al control office r sufficien t evidence  of com pliance with  the  conditions estab lished  

in  MMC 8.04.050(I)(E). 

8.04.060 Im p ou n d m e n t  a n d  d isp os it io n  o f im p ou n d e d  a n im a ls . 

A.  Whenever any dog or ca t is found  perform ing any of the  activities enum era ted  in  MMC 

8.04.040 or has b itten  any person or an im al, an  an im al con trol office r, any police  office r, any 

owner or any priva te  person  m ay im pound  it by im m edia te ly de livering such  an im al to  the  

p lace  designa ted  for such  im poundm ent. 

B.  Any im pounded  an im al which  by reason  of in ju ry, d isease  or other cause  is su ffe ring grea t 

pa in  or is dangerous to  keep  im pounded  m ay be destroyed forthwith . The an im al con trol 

office r m ay request a  ve te rinarian to  ce rtify to  th is fact in  writing before  such  im m edia te  

destruction  is undertaken . 

C.  The  an im al control office r sha ll keep  any an im al im pounded  or de livered  to  the  an im al 

con trol officer for d isposa l or as otherwise  provided  in  th is chap te r for the  period  of tim e  

here inafter specified  and sha ll d ispose of an im als in  accordance  with  the  following provisions: 

1.  Redemption, Destruction or Sa le of Unlicensed Dogs and Cats. Unless an  un licensed  an im al is 

redeem ed by its owner with in  th ree  days a fte r im poundm ent in  a  m anner consisten t with  

subsection  (D) of th is section , the  an im al m ay be  destroyed or sold  in  a  m anner consisten t with  

subsection  (D) of th is section . If such  an im al has been  im pounded  because of the  b iting of a  

person and  does not have  a  vaccination  which  is va lid  for im m unity aga inst rab ies a t such tim e, 

https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08.080
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08.080
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08.080
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08.080
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such  an im al sha ll be  kept as necessary to  observe  sa id  an im al for the  requ ired  ten-day 

quaran tine  period com m encing afte r the  b iting of a  person ; 

2.  Redemption, Destruction or Sa le of Licensed Dogs and Cats. Unless an  an im al which  evidences 

a  license  by th is city of som e other au thorized  jurisd iction  is redeem ed with in  three  days a fte r 

notice  of im poundm ent is m ailed, such an im al m ay be  destroyed or sold  consisten t with  the  

m anner prescribed  by subsection (D) of th is section . With in  two days a fter im poundm ent, 

notice  of such  im poundm ent m ay be  given  by deposit in  the  United  Sta tes m ail of a  ce rtified  

and  postage  p repa id le tte r addressed  to  the  person , if known, who purchased  the  license  for 

owns the  an im al a t h is or her address, if known shown on the  license  app lica tion . 

D.  A dog or ca t m ay be redeem ed by other than  the  owner or sold  on ly if the  following 

qua lifica tions a re  m et: 

1.  That the  an im al is in  good  hea lth , or tha t adequa te  p rovisions for m edica l ca re  of the  an im al 

will be  taken ; 

2.  That the  an im al is not dangerous or vicious; 

3.  That the  purchaser pays the  basic im poundm ent fee  as regu la ted  in  the  fee  schedule ; 

4.  That the  redeem er or purchaser pays a ll board ing charges and  other fees p rior to  the  

re lease  of the  an im al; 

5.  That the  an im al be  im m unized  aga inst rab ies with in  th irty days afte r redem ption  or sa le ; 

6.  That the  an im al be  licensed  with in  th irty days a fte r redem ption  or sa le  if the  owner will live  

with in  the  city. 

E.  Disposition of Seized and Removed Anima ls – Bond Requirements. Any owner whose dom estic 

an im al is se ized and  rem oved  pursuan t to  MMC 8.04.040(I)(G) (an im al cruelty) or subsection  (K) 

of th is section (dangerous dogs) sha ll, upon a  finding of p robab le  cause by the  Evergreen  

District Court, be  requ ired  to  post a  bond/security; or by pe tition ing the  court for the  an im al’s 

im m edia te  re turn  sub ject to  court-im posed conditions; with in  five  days of such  probab le  cause  

find ing in  an am ount sufficien t to p rovide  for the  an im al’s ca re  for a  m in im um  of sixty days 

from  the  se izure  da te . Failu re  to  post such bond  or security sha ll au thorize  the  city of Monroe  

or its agen t to eu than ize  the  an im al or find  a  responsib le  person  to  adopt the  an im al. The  city 

of Monroe  m ay eu than ize  severe ly in ju red , d iseased , or suffe ring an im als a t any tim e . 
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F.  Impounding Sick or Injured Anima ls. When in  the  judgm ent of a  licensed  ve te rinarian  or the  

an im al con trol au thority, an  im pounded an im al shou ld  be  destroyed  for hum ane  reasons, 

because  it is  severe ly in ju red , d iseased  or suffe ring, such an im al m ay not be  redeem ed. The  

an im al con trol au thority or its  agen ts sha ll not be  he ld  liab le  for the  destruction  of sa id  an im al. 

G.  Hindrance to Impounding. No person  sha ll willfu lly: 

1.  Preven t or h inder the  im pounding of any an im al found  in  viola tion of th is chap te r; 

2.  Rem ove  the an im al from  the designa ted  she lte r without the  au thority of the  ch ie f of police , 

the  an im al con trol au thority or the  office r in  charge  of the  designa ted  she lte r. 

H.  A dog or ca t m ay be  redeem ed by other than  the  owner or sold  on ly if the  following 

qua lifica tions a re  m et: 

1.  That the  an im al is in  good  hea lth , or tha t adequa te  p rovisions for m edica l ca re  of the  an im al 

will be  taken ; 

2.  That the  an im al is not dangerous or vicious; 

3.  That the  purchaser pays the  basic im poundm ent fee  as regu la ted  in  the  fee  schedule ; 

4.  That the  redeem er or purchaser pays a ll board ing charges and  other fees p rior to  the  

re lease  of the  an im al; 

5.  That the  an im al be  im m unized  aga inst rab ies with in  th irty days afte r redem ption  or sa le ; 

6.  That the  an im al be  licensed  with in  th irty days a fte r redem ption  or sa le  if the  owner will live  

with in  the  city. 

I.  Any an im al im pounded  by the  an im al con trol au thority m ay be  re tu rned  to  an  owner 

supplying proof of ownersh ip . If the  an im al is licensed , a  curren t license  sha ll be  p rim a  facie  

p roof of ownersh ip . If the  an im al is un licensed , the  owner m ust purchase a  license and  pay a ll 

fees and  pena lties consisten t the rewith . Re linqu ishm ent of the  an im al by its owner does not 

constitu te  a  waiver of the  fees or costs incurred  under th is section  or fines otherwise  im posed . 

The  city m ay collect the  pena lties, fees and expenses by use  of appropria te  lega l rem edies. 

J.  The  fee  resolu tion of charges sha ll be  im posed for re lease  of an  im pounded  dog or ca t 

redeem ed by its owner. In  add ition  to the  basic im poundm ent charge , the  to ta l add itiona l 

board ing charges and  other costs incurred  by the  city for the  an im al sha ll be  levied  on an  

owner redeem ing an  an im al afte r the  day of im poundm ent. 
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K.  Any dangerous dog, decla red dangerous by Monroe  or any other m unicipa lity, sha ll be  

im m edia te ly confisca ted  by an  an im al con trol au thority if: 

1.  The  dog is not va lid ly registe red  under MMC 8.04.040; or 

2.  The  owner does not secure  the  liab ility insurance  coverage  requ ired under MMC 8.04.050; 

or 

3.  The  dog is not m aintained  in  the  p roper enclosure ; or 

4.  The  dog is ou tside  of the  dwelling of the  owner, or ou tside  of the  p roper enclosure  and  not 

under physica l restra in t of the  responsib le  person . 

Viola tion  of th is subsection  (K) constitu tes a  gross m isdem eanor sub ject to a  fine  of not m ore  

than  five  thousand  dollars p lus costs, pena lties, assessm ents and /or ja il for up  to  three  

hundred  sixty-five  days. The  an im al control au thority sha ll destroy the  confiscated  dangerous 

dog in  an  exped itious and  hum ane m anner if any deficiencies requ ired  by th is subsection  are  

not corrected with in  twenty days of notifica tion .  

8.04.070 Fe e s , fin e s  a n d  o t h e r  m on ie s . 

A.  All m onies ob ta ined  from  the  collection  of license  fees, im poundm ent charges, pena lties for 

de linquent licenses and  lost license  charges as well as proceeds from  the  sa le  of an im als and  a ll 

o ther m onies and fees pa id  to  the  an im al con trol au thority or the  city cle rk hereunder sha ll be  

app lied  to  the  curren t expense  fund of the  city. 

B.  Anima l Relinquishment Fee.  

1.  Residen ts of the  city of Monroe  will pay a ll an im al she lte r charges to  re linqu ish  ownersh ip  of 

unwanted  dogs or ca ts owned  by them  to  any an im al she lte r provid ing that se rvice  pursuant to  

a  con tract with  the  city. Residen ts m ay de liver stray dogs or ca ts withou t paym ent of a  fee  to  

any an im al she lte r p rovid ing tha t se rvice  pursuan t to  a  con tract with  the  city. 

2.  The  owner re linqu ishm ent fee  sha ll be  pa id  d irectly to  the  an im al she lte r by the  person  

re linqu ish ing the  an im al a t the  tim e  of re lease . 
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8.04.080 Bit in g d ogs  t o  b e  r e p or t e d  a n d  q u a r a n t in e d . 

A.  Any owner of a  dog, any person  who is b itten by a  dog, and  any doctor, ve te rinarian  or 

hosp ita l which has in form ation tha t a  person  has been  b itten  by a  dog sha ll im m edia te ly report 

such  b ite , giving the nam e and  address of the  b itten  person  if known to  h im , and sha ll ab ide  by 

the  quarantine  instructions given  in  th is chap te r. 

B.  All dogs a lleged  to  have  b itten  a  person  or another an im al sha ll be  quaran tined  as here in  

p rovided for a  period of ten  days, com m encing from  the da te  of the  a lleged  b ite , un less the  

owner of the  dog a lleged to  have  b itten the  person  produces a  va lid  ce rtifica te  of inocu la tion by 

a  m odified  live  virus type vaccine  aga inst rab ies da ted  less than  two years p rior to the  tim e  sa id  

a lleged  b ite  occurred, and  such  dog does not exh ib it aberrant behavior. 

8.04.090 Con t ra ct s  w it h  p r iva t e  a ge n cie s . 

The  city council is  au thorized  to  con tract for an im al con trol se rvices with  any person , 

corpora tion or governm enta l agency in  a  coopera tive  e ffort to enforce  the  ord inance  cod ified in  

th is chap te r or sim ila r ord inances or portion  thereof in  other jurisd ictions or with in  the  city.  

8.04.100 En fo rce m e n t  p roce d u re s . 

A.  Requirements of Uniform Anima l Control Cita tion Form and Content. A uniform  an im al con trol 

cita tion  conform ing to  the  requ irem ents of the  Revised  Code  of Wash ington , Crim ina l Rules for 

Courts of Lim ited  Jurisd iction  (CrRLJ) 2.1(b). 

B.  Commencement of Action for Anima l Control Ordinance Viola tions.  

1.  An  an im al con trol office r m ay issue  an an im al con trol cita tion  under the  following 

circum stances: 

a .  To an  owner of a  dog or an im al for viola tion of th is chap te r com m itted in  h is p resence  and  

when  com m itted  in  any loca tion  with in  the  incorpora ted  a rea  of the  city. 

b .  To the  owner of a  dog or an im al a t a  p lace  outside  the  incorporated  area  of the  city if: 

i.  The  viola tion  was com m itted  in  h is p resence  a t a  loca tion  with in  the  incorpora ted  a rea , or 

the  offense  occurs outside  the  incorpora ted  a rea  of the  city and  in  h is p resence  even  though  

the  viola tion m ay originate  ou tside  the  incorpora ted  a rea  of Monroe, Washington, and 
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ii.  The  an im al con trol office r im m edia te ly p roceeds to  ascerta in  the  person  who com m itted or 

a llowed  the  viola tion  to  occur, and 

iii.  The  an im al con trol office r cites the  person  im m edia te ly upon ascerta in ing the  person’s 

iden tity; p rovided , however, tha t a lte rna tive  m eans of se rvice  as p rovided in  subsection  (C) of 

th is section  m ay be used to  perfect se rvice . 

C.  If two or m ore dogs join tly engage  in  any conduct m ee ting the  defin ition  of 

dangerous/poten tia lly dangerous dog, then  regard less of the  degree  of participa tion  by the  

ind ividua l dog, a ll dogs sha ll be  deem ed dangerous/poten tia lly dangerous dogs. 

D.  Service of Cita tion. If a  cita tion is com m enced as described  in  subsection  (B)(1)(b)(i) or (ii) of 

th is section , an  an im al con trol office r, peace  office r or city a ttorney respective ly sha ll se rve  the  

sum m ons portion  of such  cita tion  in  one  of the  following m anners: 

1.  Persona l se rvice  upon  the  defendant or se rvice  to  any m em ber of h is fam ily over fourteen  

years of age  who is com peten t and  resides a t that abode ; 

2.  If a fte r reasonab le  and  due  d iligence  the  defendan t cannot be  persona lly se rved, then  the  

sum m ons portion  of sa id  cita tion  m ay be m ade  by registe red m ail, re tu rn  rece ip t requested, 

m ailed  to such  person a t h is last known address, with  postage  prepa id  thereon . 

E.  Minimum Requirements for Summons. A sum m ons for an  an im al con trol ord inance  viola tion  

is su fficien t if it con ta ins the  following: the  nam e of the  court, nam e of the  person  cited 

(defendan t), da te  on which  the  cita tion  was issued , the  date  of b irth  of the  defendan t, the  

defendant’s last known address of record , the  p lace  in  which  the  person  cited  is to appear in  

court, a  b rie f descrip tion or law designa tion  of the  offense  so as to  be  read ily understood  by a  

person read ing sam e, and  the  tim e  and  p lace  in  which  the  viola tion is a lleged  to  have  occurred . 

F.  Appea rance by a  Defendant. The  defendant sha ll appear in  court a t the  tim e  m entioned in  the  

sum m ons if charged  with  any viola tions under th is chap te r, un less he  sha ll appear prior to such  

tim e  and  de liver to  the  court the  sum m ons, toge ther with  check or m oney order in  the  am ount 

of the  ba il se t forth  on the  sum m ons; p rovided, however, tha t appearance in  the  court sha ll be  

m anda tory in  the  instance  of the  following offenses: 

1.  Owning a  dangerous dog; 

2.  Owning a  vicious dog; 
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3.  Owning a  dog or ca t in fected with  a  con tagious d isease  that runs a t la rge  or is exposed in  a  

pub lic p lace  whereby the hea lth  of m an or beast m ay be a ffected ; 

4.  Owning a  dog or ca t not vaccinated  for rab ies with in  the  past two years which has been  

a lleged  to  have  b itten  a  person and  which  has not been  properly and  adequa te ly quaran tined ; 

5.  Com m itting acts of crue lty or neglect to  an  an im al. 

8.04.110 Vio la t ion  – Pe n a lt ie s . 

A.  A viola tion  of any of MMC 8.04.040(B), (D) th rough  (H) (F) and (K) (J) th rough  (N) (L) sha ll 

constitu te  an in fraction sub ject to the  pena lties se t by resolu tion  adopted  by the  city council. In  

the  absence  of a  pena lty se t by resolu tion, the  defau lt civil pena lty sha ll be  one  hundred dollars. 

In  the  case  of any am bigu ity the  lesse r am ount sha ll app ly. 

B.  Upon  conviction of any person  for any viola tion  of the  provisions of th is chap te r not listed  in  

subsection  (A) of th is section , or if a  person has com m itted  m ore  than  two in fractions under 

subsection  (A) of th is section , tha t person  sha ll be  gu ilty of a  gross m isdem eanor and  be  

pun ished  by a  fine  of not m ore  than five  thousand  dollars p lus costs, pena lties, assessm ents 

and /or ja il for up to  th ree  hundred  sixty-five  days. Any conflicting sta te  crim ina l pena lties sha ll 

supersede  the  crim ina l pena lties se t by th is chap te r. 

C.  Each day any person  sha ll be  in  viola tion  of th is chap te r sha ll be  deem ed a  separa te  

offense . 

D.  If a  dangerous dog of an  owner with  a  prior conviction  under th is chap te r, to the  extent the  

conviction  im plem ents Chapte r 16.08 RCW, a ttacks or b ites a  person  or another dom estic 

an im al, the  dog’s owner is gu ilty of a  class C fe lony, pun ishab le  in  accordance  with  RCW 

9A.20.021. In  add ition, the  dangerous dog sha ll be  im m edia te ly confisca ted by an an im al 

con trol au thority, p laced  in  quaran tine  for the  p roper length of tim e , and  thereafte r destroyed  

in  an  exped itious and  hum ane  m anner. 

E.  The owner of any dog tha t aggressive ly a ttacks and causes severe  in ju ry or death  of any 

hum an, whether the  dog has been  previously decla red  poten tia lly dangerous or dangerous, 

sha ll be  gu ilty of a  class C fe lony, pun ishab le  in  accordance with  RCW 9A.20.021. In  add ition, the  

dog sha ll be  im m edia te ly confisca ted  by an  an im al con trol au thority, p laced  in  quaran tine  for 

the  p roper length  of tim e , and  thereafte r destroyed  in  an  exped itious and hum ane  m anner. 

F.  Chapte r 16.08 RCW, as now enacted or here inafte r am ended, is hereby adopted  by 

re fe rence  as if fu lly se t forth  here in . Chapte r 16.08 RCW supersedes th is chap ter if a  conflict 

https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/9A.20.021
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/9A.20.021
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/9A.20.021
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4867-9885-3514, v. 1 

occurs be tween Chapte r 16.08 RCW and  th is chapte r to  the  exten t tha t the  city is p recluded  by 

sta te  law from  having conflicting provisions.  

8.04.120 Exis t in g n on con fo r m in g u se . 

It is  fu rther p rovided  that any an im al that is p roperly m ain ta ined  on  a  parce l of p roperty tha t is 

annexed in to  the  city of Monroe  sha ll be  deem ed to  be  a  nonconform ing use  so  long as it is 

com patib le  with  the  existing land use  while  the  property was ou tside  the  city of Monroe . Other 

than  the  licensing of dogs and  dangerous dogs, the  p rovisions of th is chap te r sha ll not app ly 

un til such  tim e  as the  p re -existing use  of the  land becom es a  conform ing use . 
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