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CITY OF MONROE 
ORDINANCE NO. 020/2022 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MONROE, 
WASHINGTON, ADOPTING THE 2019 WA DEPT. OF 
ECOLOGY STORMWATER MANAGAMENT MANUAL FOR 
WESTERN WASHINGTON, AND AMENDING CHAPTER 
22.58 MMC SITE PLAN REVIEW AND 23.40 MMC STORM; 
UPDATING THE CITY’S REFERENCES TO THE CURRENT 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT MANUAL FOR 
COMPLIANCE WITH STATE LAW AND THE CITY’S NPDES 
MUNICIPAL PHASE II STORMWATER SYSTEM PERMIT; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND ESTABLISHING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 
WHEREAS, the Federal Clean Water Act sets a national goal to “restore and 

maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the nation’s water” and 
prohibits the discharge of pollutants from any source; and 

 
WHEREAS, the US Environmental Protection Act initiated National Pollution 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II requirements under the Federal Clean 
Water Act for small municipal separate storm water systems in 2003; and  

 
WHEREAS, the WA State Department of Ecology (DOE) manages the NPDES 

program for Washington State; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2013, the City of Monroe was issued a NPDES Municipal Phase II 

Stormwater Permit by DOE; and 
 
WHEREAS, the NPDES permits expire every five years, requiring the City to apply 

for a new permit and comply with updated requirements; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2016, for compliance with 2013-2018 NPDES Phase II Permit, the 

City of Monroe adopted the 2012 WA State Department of Ecology Stormwater 
Management Manual for Western Washington, as amended in December 2014, and 
amended Monroe Municipal Code Chapter 15.01 Storm Water Management; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Monroe successfully applied for and is currently operating 

under a 2019 NPDES Municipal Phase II Stormwater Permit; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2021, the City of Monroe repealed Monroe Municipal Code Chapter 

15.01 Stormwater Management and replaced it under new Title 23MMC Public Works 
Design, Construction, and Operations Regulations; and 
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WHEREAS, compliance with the 2019 NPDES Municipal Phase II Stormwater 
System Permit requires the City to adopt the 2019 Stormwater Manual for Western 
Washington; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Monroe is proposing text amendments to Monroe Municipal 
Code (MMC) Chapter 22.58 Site Plan Review and Chapter 23.40 Storm to incorporate 
reference to the 2019 DOE Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed amendments were transmitted to the Washington State 

Department of Commerce for state agency review, in accordance with RCW 36.70A.106, 
on May 27, 2022. Expedited review (14 days rather than 60 days) was requested and 
approved; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City has complied with the requirements of the State 

Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), Chapter 43.21C RCW, by issuing a Determination of 
Non-Significance (DNS) on May 30, 2022, the appeal period for which ended on June 13, 
2022 with no appeals filed; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on June 13, 2022, to 

consider the adoption of the 2019 DOE Stormwater Management Manual for Western 
Washington and the proposed amendments to Chapter 22.58 MMC Site Plan Review and 
Chapter 23.40 MMC Storm, and recommended adoption of the proposed amendments 
contained therein; and 
 

WHEREAS, all persons desiring to comment on the proposal were given a full and 
complete opportunity to be heard; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Monroe City Council, after considering all information received, 

has determined to adopt the amendments as provided in this ordinance; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MONROE, 
WASHINGTON, HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:  

 
 Section 1. Amendment of MMC Section 22.58.020.  Subsections (B)(10) and 
(B)(11) of Monroe Municipal Code Section 2.58.020 are hereby amended to provide in 
their respective entirety as follows: 
 

22.58.020 Applicability. 

… 

B. Existing Development.  When one or more of the following actions are 
proposed for a site with existing multifamily residential, mixed use, 
commercial, or industrial development, the proposal shall be subject to site 
plan application and review: 

… 
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10. Expansion of an existing building that triggers a new review under 2014 
2019 Department of Ecology Stormwater Management Manual for Western 
Washington; or  

11. Increase in the amount of impervious surface that triggers a new review 
under the under 2014 2019 Department of Ecology Stormwater 
Management Manual for Western Washington; or  

 
Section 2. Amendment of MMC Section 22.58.040.  Subsection (J)(13) of 

Monroe Municipal Code Section 22.58.040 is hereby amended to provide in its entirety 
as follows: 
 

22.58.040 Review process. 

… 

J. Modifications.  Requested modifications to an approved site plan shall 
be reviewed pursuant to the requirements of MMC 22.84.060(G), 
Substantial Revisions or Modifications to Proposal.  In additional to the 
requirements of MMC 22.84.060(G), the zoning administrator may approve 
a modification to an approved site plan; provided that the modification will 
not result in: 

… 

13.  A new review under 2014 2019 Department of Ecology Stormwater 
Management Manual for Western Washington. 

 
Section 3. Amendment of MMC Section 23.40.010.  Subsection (A) of Monroe 

Municipal Code Section 23.40.010 is hereby amended to provide in its entirety as follows. 
   
23.40.010 Stormwater Management Manual. 

A. Adopted.  The 2012 2019 Department of Ecology Stormwater 
Management Manual for Western Washington, as amended in December 
2014, as amended by Sections 1 through 6 of Appendix 1 of the Western 
Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit, is hereby adopted as 
the city’s minimum stormwater regulations and as a technical reference 
manual and is referred to as the “2014 2019 Stormwater Manual.” Pursuant 
to RCW 35A.12.140, a copy shall be filed in the office of the city clerk and 
shall be available for use and examination by the public. 

 
Section 4. Findings.  The above recitals and the content of Agenda Bill Nos. 22-

337 and 22-370 are hereby adopted as legislative findings in support of the amendments 
set forth in this ordinance. The City Council further adopts by reference the findings 
contained in the Planning Commission’s June 13, 2022, recommendation, in Exhibit A, 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.   

 

https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35A.12.140
https://monroe.municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35A.12.140
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Section 5. Copy to Commerce.  Pursuant to RCW 36.70A.106, a true and 
correct copy of this ordinance shall be transmitted to the Department of Commerce, 
Growth Management Services Division, within ten days after adoption.  
 

Section 6. Severability.  Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or 
phrase of this ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, be declared 
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid for any reason, or should any portion of this 
ordinance be pre-empted by State or federal law or regulation, such decision or pre-
emption shall not affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining portions of this 
ordinance or its application to other persons or circumstances. 

 
Section 7. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect five (5) 

days from and after its passage and approval and publication as required by law.  
 
 PASSED by the City Council and APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Monroe, 

at a regular meeting held this 28th day of June, 2022. 

 

 
First Reading:   06/28/2022 
Adoption: 06/28/2022 
Published:  07/01/2022 
Effective:  07/06/2022 

 
 

CITY OF MONROE, WASHINGTON:  
 
 
 
       
Geoffrey Thomas, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
       
Jodi Wycoff, City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
 
       
J. Zachary Lell, City Attorney 
 

 

Zach Lell (Jul 8, 2022 11:40 PDT)
Zach Lell

Geoffrey Thomas (Jul 8, 2022 11:42 PDT)

Jodi Wycoff (Jul 8, 2022 11:45 PDT)
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